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Pen ho v shy Reaction 


I share your regrets over 
the obtusoness of the Soviet 
authorities in matters per- 
taining to freedom of the 
press. Obviously, yuu are un- 
der no obligation to show a 
“correct” point of view and 
arc even perfectly at liberty 
to print anything that fills the 
empty spaces between chuck 
roast ads. However, it is re- 
grettable that the expulsion of 
your able and amiable Mos- 
cow correspondent should 
have resulted from the publi- 
cation of so unworthy mate- 
rial as The Penkovsky Papers. 
, At best, the papers arc 
worthless us a source of in- 
$,yhi into Soviet Intentions; at 
syurst, they tend to arouse the 
suspicions of the Soviet au- 
thorities that the timing of 
the publication was “not ac- 
cidental.” 

v The issue is not really the 
authenticity of the papers (al- 
! nigh I personally consider 
hem, on the internal evidence 
f the text, a ra titer subitand- 
id forgery or a doctored 
crslon of oral remarks by 
'enkovsky recorded on tape 
\y Ms London contacts). 

The business of spies Is to 
forward factual information 
ar.d leave analysis to others. 
As Edward Cranksiiaw so 3hly 
iJdnUd out in tiie remarks 
which you used as a scanty 
fj • leaf ior the papers, Pen- 
kpvsky confused capabilities 
W'th intentions, a cardinal sin 
fia intelligence analysis. The 
Papers also confuse cord in- 
gt-nvy reasoning with evidence 
of planning. It is interesting 
2nd important to know that 
pure exists somewhere in 
KoseOW a staff paper arguing 
fit.- merits of surprise attack 
Or preventive war or bacterio- 
fcgical warfare. Such contin- 
flfcncy papers ore produced by 
the dozens in Washington and 


plsewhere and they are the le- 
gitimate province of strategic 
military thinking. But it is the 
, business of political analysts 
fo assign to them the exact 
Weight they deserve. 

The publication of Urn Pa- 
pers comes at a time when 
the Soviet Union is in an ex- 
tremely delicate position with 
jvspeet to the outside world, 
.pressured by the Chinese os 
•virtually a lackey of Wall 
Street and at Ihe same time 
charged w 1 1 h responsibility 
for real or imaginary dislurb- 
onces in places far removed 
from Moscow’s influence. It 
^ikcs iittlo to generate in the 
rpinds of the Soviet leaders 
the notion that “someone" 
Was trying deliberately to 
complicate still further the 
otherwise delicate relations 
between the U.S.S.R. and the 
United States. 

It would, of course, he of 
help if the Soviet: leaders or 
their advisers knew more 
about the free-wheeling habits 
of the American publishing in- 
dustry. At the very least, Die 
customary delay between the 
acceptance of n manuscript 
and its actual appearance in 
print should seriously impair 
the “curious timing" theory. 
On the other hand, once the 
editors of The Washington 
Post have digested their in- 
dignation, Liny might take 
some lime to ponder this 
friendly suggestion: The pub- 
,lication of drivel, while admit- 
tedly a matter of right— is not 
the best way of discharging 
{ the precious responsibilities 
(of a freo press. 

SAMUEL L. SHARP, 

Profcsuir of Zulermittcuw! RcIa- 
ttr.ua. AutbtiCftU Uulvarilty. 

Washington. 
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The Penkovsky Papers •• 

On Monday, The Washington Post will print, as 
scheduled, the concluding installment of syndicated 
excerpts from the book The Penkovsky Papers. 
They have aroused a great deal of discussion among 
American and British experts on Soviet affairs 
with competent opinion divided as to the form in 
which the papers were released and os to the 
extent to which they were wholly in the words 
of PeukoYsky. No one has challenged the essential 
point that Penkovsky was for a time a spectacu- 
larly successful Intelligence source of the West. 

| It would not be conceivable Uiat responsible 
newspapers in this country would suppress notice 
If a bool: of this significance in history or of such 
consequence in foreign affairs. The Washington 
Post, as one of the newspapers which have pub- 
lished excerpts from the papers, has unsuccessfully 
solicited criticism and comment on them from the 
Soviet Embassy and will publish Monday a critique 
by Victor Zorza of the Manchester Guardian, who 
doubts that the papers originated in the form in 
which they are presented in the book and who 
suspects tlm intrusion of material not originating 
with Penkovsky. No doubt this will long remain 
an interesting subject of conjecture and specula- 
tion, and The Washington Post will try to present 
opposing views as they appear. 

The readers of this newspaper should know that 
The Washington Post’s Moscow correspondent was 
summoned to the Soviet Foreign Ministry at 5 
o’clock on Saturday afternoon and told that “wo 
expect that measures will be taken so that no 
articles aud materials of such kind will be pub- 
lished in The Washington Post In the future ” He 
was further told that “if publication continues we 
reserve the right for ourselves to take necessary 
measures.” 

What those measures are we cannot know. They 
will not cause The Washington Post to alter its 
intent regarding this series of articles or any subse- 
quent publication. We refuse to accept the inad- 
missible suggestion that this newspaper must not 
print material which the Soviet government may 
find inacceptable. 

j It will fulfill Us responsibilities as it sees them, ! 
whatever "necessary measures” of intimidation and 
Censorship Moscow undertakes to prevent it. News- 
papers in the United Stales, the Soviet government 
{should know by this time, are not to lie told by 
^governments, either foreign or domestic, what they 
.ii'must” print or “must not” print. 
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MRS. WYNNE CALLS ON BRITISH 
AMBASSADOR IN MOSCOW 


Moscow. Dec. 16. — Mrs. Sheila 
Wynne, wife of Mr. Grcvillc Wynne, 
today called on I he British Ambassador 
here. Sir Humphrey Trevelyan. An 
Embassy spokesman said no meeting had 
yet been arranged between Mrs. Wynne 
and her husband, who has been accused 
of espionage. 

Mrs. Wynne is staying with the British 
consul, Mr. Kenneth Kirby, and his wife. 
On her arrival yesterday Mrs. Wynne 
said she would like to see Mr. Khrush- 
chev and ask him to free her husband, a 
businessman arrested in Hungary on 
November 2 and extradited to the Soviet 
Union. It is not known whether Me. 
Wynne is in Moscow. 

Today’s edition of the Soviet weekly 
NetMyu published photographs of Mr. 
Wynne and five American embassy ofll- 
eials alleged by Soviet newspapers to 
have been linked with Oleg Pcnkuvsky, 
a Soviet scientific olliciul whose at rest a s 
a ’’ spy " for Britain and the United 
States was announced last Tuesday. 

It said Mr. Wynne came to Moscow 
in July and August, 1961, to visit the 
British Fair and the French Exhibition, 
but “ in reality the lover of exhibitions 
on each visit met Penkovsky. gave him 
instructions and received from him 
espionage information ". 

CODE MESSAGES 

Pravdn said today that Penkovsky 
was “ moncy^grabbing. greedy and ava- 
ricious. At home. Pcnkoviky hid from 
his own family and was afraid of giving 
himself away by an involuntary word in 


his sleep. At the appointed time, he 
listened on his portable receiver to trans- 
missions in code from Frankfurt atn- 
Main (west Germany).” 

Russia yesterday accused three more 
American diplomatists of complicity in 
the alleged spy ring. P ran la and Ntulttfyu 
named the men us Captain Alexis Davi- 
son, aged 31. an Air Force officer, who is 
the Embassy’s doctor, Mr. Robert 
German, aged 35. and Mr. Hugh 
Montgomery, aged 39. 

Pt a vda said Penkovsky marked a 
Moscow lamp post with a piece of coal 
to indicate that information was ready 
for collection, and said a dark stain on 
the door of a fish shop meant it had been 
picked up. 

* RED-HANDED ” 

The PruvJa article, headed " Caught 
Red-handed was accompanied by a 
picture purporting to show Captain 
Davison standing by a lamp post which 
carried the secret coal mark. 

It said Mr. Richard Jacob, a United 
Slates Embassy secretary, asked to eavc 
Russia early last month, was also impli- 
cated in the ring, and said Penkovsky 
also had “direct links" with Mr. 
Rodney Curlson, an American diploma- 
tist who voluntarily left the Soviet Union 
yesterday, 

Washington. Dec. 16. — Die Slate 
Department said yesterday that allega- 
tions of espionage made against three 
United Slates Embassy oificinls in 
Moscow were “ completely unfounded ". 
— Reuter . 
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